Notes
It is taken from an old English metrical romance, *Kinge
Roberd of Cysille', printed by Hazlitt in his Remains of the Early
Popular Poetry of England (1864). The writer of the romance
drew his plot from Gesta Romanorum, a fourteenth-century
collection of stories in Latin, where the tale is told of the Em-
peror Jovinian. The names of the characters in Longfellow's
poem, which are all taken from the English romance, are purely
fictitious.
With this story may be compared William Morris's 'The
Proud King' (in The Earthly Paradise}.
2. Allemaine.  Germany.
5. St. John's eve. The vigil, or evening before, the festival
of St. John the Baptist, which is held on Midsummer Day
(June 24), is a season for many curious and superstitious cus-
toms. See Chambers, Book of Days, i. 814 sqq.
9. Deposuitpotentes, &c. Verse j of the Magnificat. The service
of the Roman Church is in Latin.
52. besprent. Bespattered. See note to p, 40,1. 48.
56. seneschal.  Chief steward.
82. the King's Jester was a regular appendage of courts. His
dress, usually motley, was surmounted by a cap with bells, and
his cape was scalloped (i.e. it was indented like the edge of a
scallop-shell). See a picture (and a very interesting account)
in Chambers, 1. c., i. 179 sqq.
85. henchmen. Grooms, serving-men.
105. the old Saturnian reign. According to the Greeks, when
Saturn (or Cronos) reigned in heaven, all was well with the
world. But when Jupiter expelled his father Saturn, this
,,'Golden Age' came to an end.
109. the mountain. Etna, under which Enceladus, a hundred-
armed giant, was supposed to be buried by Jupiter. See Virgil,
Aen. iii. 578 sqq.
132. Holy Thursday. Properly Ascension Day; but used
popularly, as here, for the Thursday in Holy Week.
150. Saint Peter's square. The great Piazza San Pietro, in front
of St. Peter's at Rome. It is not, properly speaking, a square.
186. Salerno. A port about thirty miles south-east of Naples,
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